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January 6, 2020 

 

Holland Middle School students and their parents/guardians, 

 

I have two exciting pieces of news regarding in-person school attendance.  Beginning at the start of the 

second semester on February 1, we will be both: 

• Bringing back all 5th graders to daily in-person attendance 
• Beginning an academically “at-risk” room for up to a dozen purple and up to a dozen gold 

students from grades 6-8 for daily attendance 
• Note: 6-8th grade students not selected for the “at-risk” room will remain in the hybrid model 

 

Student and staff safety remains a top priority during these changes.  We have been able to re-purpose and shift 

5th grade classrooms to larger spaces that can accommodate the full classes while maintaining the same social 

distancing guidelines we have done under the hybrid model all year.  Further, we believe that data released from 

the Governor’s office about spread, our own testing numbers, and information from the County Health 

Department bolster our belief that we maintain a space that is safe as any based on our strict adherence to Covid 

safety protocols. 

 

5th grade families will receive direct communication in the coming days about their transportation situation to 

firm up details.  We would also encourage those families that utilize the Boys and Girls Club for the afterschool 

program to reach out to them to firm up details for supervision of their children on the additional days. 

 

Regarding the “at-risk” room, families of students selected as candidates for that opportunity will be contacted 

individually to discuss transportation possibilities (bussing for this program will be pretty limited and route-

dependent).  The room will operate essentially as a supervised study hall on the days the student would 

normally be at home for students who have been struggling to complete independent work at home.  With the 

shift of the 5th grade rooms, and the schedule changes for the start of the second semester, we were able to put 

together the space and staffing for this opportunity and have high hopes that it will make a difference for many. 

 

If you have questions about these changes, don’t hesitate to reach out.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Bryan D. Ford 

MS Principal 

BFord@HollandCSD.org 
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